Suggested Devotionals for Small Groups – for Advent & more!
From Rev. Hostetler
CELEBRATING ABUNDANCE To "prepare for Christmas" in our society is to be
sucked into a vortex of indulgence, from decor to gifts to calorie-rich foods. Layer upon
layer of tinsel, lights, chocolate drizzle, and wrapping paper create the illusion of
abundance, disguising the feeling of emptiness in our souls. The arrival of the Messiah, by
contrast, is true abundance disguised by the impression of scarcity. Training our eyes to see
through the rough stable, the adolescent mother, and the anxious escape to Egypt, we can
see in that poverty and powerlessness the wonder of God's abundant life and grace coming
down to dwell among us. This powerful devotional by best- selling author Walter
Brueggemann includes daily reflections on the Scriptures and stories of Advent in order to
invite us to see beyond the world's faux extravagance and realize the true feast laid out before us. Twelve
prayers are also included for the twelve days of Christmas.
$9.37 on Amazon.com
$8.45 on pcusastore.com

WITH HEARTS AND HANDS UPLIFTED Music has always been a joyous part of the
Advent and Christmas season. With Hearts and Hands Uplifted: Daily Devotions for Advent offers
28 devotions for each day of Advent and Christmas Day. Devotions are based on a familiar
hymn of the season and present time for reflection on our anticipation for the coming Christ.
Each daily devotion includes hymn text, a scripture reading, and author commentary. Songs
include: "Amazing Grace," "O Little Town of Bethlehem," "While Shepherds Watch Their
Flocks by Night," and many more.
$12 on pcusastore.com

HOME BY ANOTHER WAY In these sermons, Barbara Brown Taylor walks us
through the church year from the expectancy of Advent to the fires of Pentecost and
beyond. Her themes arise not only from a particular feast or fast, but out of the
perennial questions of faith: doubt, grace, anger, and jubilation. These sermons are
simply great stories well told.
Great way to go through the year – starting with the sermons from the season of
Advent.
$15.94 paperback on amazon.com
$9.99 on kindle

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS: WISDOM FROM HENRI NOUWEN The
inspiring words of Henri J. M. Nouwen guide the faithful on a spiritual journey through
the Advent and Christmas season in this book of waiting, hope, anticipation, and
celebration. Each day of the Advent season (28 in all, to accommodate the varying
number of days in the season) and each day of Christmas (12 in all, ending with Jesus'
baptism in the Jordan by John the Baptist) contain a pertinent excerpt from the writings
of Father Nouwen, a related quotation from Scripture, a prayer for the day, and a
suggested activity that offers a concrete response to mark the season.
$10 on amazon.com new, many used copies available

WATCH FOR THE LIGHT Ecumenical in scope, these fifty devotions invite the
reader to contemplate the great themes of Christmas and the significance that the
coming of Jesus has for each of us – not only during Advent, but every day. Whether
dipped into at leisure or used on a daily basis, Watch for the Light gives the phrase
“holiday preparations” new depth and meaning.
Includes writings by Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt, Sylvia Plath, J. B. Phillips,
Friedrich Wilhelm Foerster, Henri Nouwen, Bernard of Clairvaux, Kathleen Norris,
Meister Eckhart, St. Thomas Aquinas, Madeleine L’Engle, Alfred Delp, Karl Barth, Oscar Romero, Evelyn
Underhill, Dorothy Day, Brennan Manning, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Annie Dillard, Martin Luther, St. John
Chrysostom, C. S. Lewis, Gustavo Gutiérrez, Philip Yancey, Thomas Merton and more.
$20.40 on amazon.com new, many used copies available

